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Six Announce for
Chamber Board
It is election time for the Chamber
Board of Directors, and there are six
candidates for the four Board seats.
Chamber CEO Onita Pellegrini has
announced that any Chamber member
in good standing can petition to be on
the ballot. Petitions with five member
signatures supporting a candidacy need
to be filed at the Chamber office by
Friday, April 8.
The announced Board candidates
are elected incumbent Ron Malnati of
Exchange Bank, appointed incumbent
Wayne Leach of CSW Stuber Stroeh,

former Board member Thom Knudson,
attorney, and first-time candidates Judy
James of Republic Services, Scott Adams
of Comcast, and Todd Tamura, Tamura
Environmental, Inc.
Several long-time Board members
are stepping down this year, including
John Burns of the Argus-Courier, Les
Villanyi, Ottimo International, Daniel
Canales, Insphere Insturance Solutions,
and Richard Marzo of Lace House Linen.
Also stepping down are appointed
incumbents Michelle Law of Circle Bank
and Todd Mendoza of Coldwell Banker.

Next year’s president will appoint
three more members to one-year terms,
as per Chamber by-laws.

partnership program and the monthly
community affairs program, Comcast
Newsmakers.

Following are statements from the
candidates:

Prior to coming to Comcast, Scott
spent nearly two decades working in
California politics and government. His
roles have included working in the
State Legislature and operating his own
political consulting firm that specialized
in coalition building, public advocacy
campaigns and general and strategic
consulting.

Scott Adams, Comcast
Scott Adams is the Government
Affairs Manager for Comcast in the
North Bay counties of Napa, Sonoma
and Mendocino Counties. In addition
to his duties of interfacing with elected
and government officials at local, state
and federal levels, Scott also manages
Comcast’s community giving and

Scott is active in the North Bay
Continued on page 6

Kearney Picked For City Council
In the end it was Tiffany Renee,
Mike Harris, Chris Albertson and Mike
Healy who joined forces to appoint the
29-year-old candidate who has been
absorbed with local politics for almost
half his lifetime.
Gabe
Kearney

Gabe Kearney has been selected to
become the seventh member of the
Petaluma City Council. The appointment
of Kearney spells the end to an apparent
stalemate that had existed for two
months as the six sitting members had
remained divided three-three on picking
someone to replace David Glass, who
was elected Mayor.

After his appointment, Kearney sat
down with Petaluma Business to discuss
his candidacy and city issues in general.

all the Council meetings. I was reading
three newspapers a day, including the
New York Times. I was really in to
politics.”
Kearney ran for City Council once
before, when he was 18, and lost.

Last November, Kearney came in fifth
in a lengthy field of Council candidates,
trailing winners Mike Harris, Teresa
Barrett, and Christ Albertson, and Jason
Davies. It was not his first try for a
Council seat.

Then he started serving on City and
County committees. With the County,
he was a Supervisor Kerns appointee
to the Community Development
Committee. He served on the City’s Tree
Committee. There were other boards
and committees as Kearney learned
some of the ins and outs of public
service.

“I started getting interested in City
affairs about 15 years ago when I was in
high school,” he said. “I started going to

“Now, as I join the Council,” he said,
“I don’t think I’m that far behind the
learning curve.”

He is now the only one of the seven
on the Council who lives on the east
side of Petaluma. He grew up in the
Bernard Eldredge school area, graduated
from Casa Grande High, and still lives on
the east side.
His day job is Emergency Preparedness
Coordinator for Kaiser Permanente
covering Marin and Sonoma Counties.
Kearney acknowledges that the City’s
biggest challenge is to create a healthier
and more consistent revenue stream
to support City services. “There is no
question,” he said. “Petaluma needs a
Target.”
Kearney is also a graduate of the
Leadership Petaluma class of 2000.
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Wake Up Petaluma
With Mayor Glass
Breakfast with the Mayor will be the
highlight of the April edition of Wake
Up Petaluma, scheduled for April 26 at
Rooster Run.
David Glass, who was elected Mayor
in last November’s election, will be
on hand to discuss affairs of the city
and to answer questions in a two-way

President
Monica Soiland, 762-3200
Midstate Construction
monicas@midstateconstruction.com

dialogue between Chamber members
and Petaluma’s top elected official.

breakfast event is Exchange Bank.

Topics expected to be discussed
include the upcoming city budget, the
proposed Deer Creek Village Shopping
Center, and the outlook for Petaluma
business in the year ahead.

new members and a raffle drawing.

Sponsor of the morning’s buffet

Also on the program is recognition of

Cost for the breakfast is $20 for
Chamber members, $25 for nonmembers. Reservations needed – call
762-2785.

Jean Gee
Quality Inn

Jean lives in Petaluma with her
husband and has raised three children
here. Her active role in her children’s
education and extracurricular activities
has always been a big part of her life. She
volunteered regularly at their schools
and in their classrooms, and dedicated
much of her time and energy to Girl
Scouts, soccer, gymnastics, and baseball.
She emphasizes the importance of parent
involvement and support to help make
our youth and their schools great. At
the local elementary school, she served
as the Booster Club President and has
participated in putting on a successful
Project Graduation for the local high

Second Vice President
Tony Sarno*, 664-1400
Keegan & Coppin
tsarno@keegancoppin.com
Treasurer
Will Soper*, 763-3888
Beels Soper LLP
wsoper@beels-soper.com
Immediate Past President
Les Villanyi*, 484-4992
Ottimo International
vlaszlo5319@gmail.com

Ambassador Profile

We are proud to introduce Jean Gee
as an Ambassador to the Petaluma Area
Chamber of Commerce. Jean has been
an active resident of Petaluma for nearly
35 years. During this time, family and
community involvement has always
been a top priority for her.

First Vice President
Ron Malnati*, 769-2294
Exchange Bank
malnatir@exchangebank.com

DIRECTORS
John Burns, 762-4541
Petaluma Argus-Courier
jburns@arguscourier.com

school for nearly two decades.
You can find Jean all around Petaluma
lending a helping hand to the various
charities and organizations that need
her. You may find her selling fireworks
to benefit DARE, helping out at the
Sonoma County Fair, assisting in
organizing events for the Redwood
Empire Chinese Association or even
ringing bells during Christmas time to
help local charities raise much needed
funds.
For the past 12 years, Jean has
worked as a Front Desk Agent and Sales
Coordinator for the LOK Hotel Group
(Quality Inn Petaluma and Fairfield Inn
& Suite Sebastopol). Having a career in
the hospitality field has given her many
opportunities to meet interesting and
wonderful people who live both locally
and from places afar. Each day, Jean
looks forward to going to work and it

Jean
Gee

shows with her big smile and positive
attitude. She gets personal satisfaction
out of assisting her guests and making
them smile too.
Currently Jean’s most important role
is being the proud grandma of two
active grandsons, who she watches with
amusement and adoration two days a
week. She enjoys being with them and
spoiling them every chance she gets. In
the future she plans on being involved
in their classrooms as well. Jean has
always been fully dedicated to her family,
friends, work and her community. She
looks forward to meeting and helping
new people and organizations as she
serves as an Ambassador to this great
town she calls home.

Daniel Canales*, 781-9483
National Assoc. for Self-Employed
danielcanales@comcast.net
Elece Hempel*, 765-8488
Petaluma People Services Center
elece@petalumapeople.org
Justin Hansel, 768-2300
Hansel Auto Group
jhansel@hanselauto.com
Katie Kerns*, 557-7045
PG&E
kmkz@pge.com
Michelle Law, 559-7200
Circle Bank
mlaw@circlebank.com
Wayne Leach, 795-4764
CSW/Stuber-Stroeh Engineering Group
waynel@cswst2.com
Richard Marzo, 763-1515
Lace House Linen
richard@lacehouselinen.com
Todd Mendoza, 769-4303
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
tmendoza@cbnorcal.com
Matt White, 795-4477
Basin Street Properties
matt@basin-street.com

Committees

Call 762-2785 for more information.
Agri-Business
Rebecca Scott, 540-0054
Royal Petroleum

Economic Development
Anthy O’Brien (707) 283-2710
Top Speed Data Communications

Wake-Up Petaluma
Jim Becker, 778-7780

Ambassadors
Daniel Canales, 781-9483
Insphere Insurance Solutions

Government Affairs
Wayne Leach, (415) 883-9850
CSW/Stuber-Stroeh Engineering Group

Jim Alexander, 762-2818
Financial Consultant

Leadership Petaluma Program
Call the Chamber for info, 762-2785.

Jeff Mayne, 536-6161
Excel Mortgage Solutions
Women in Business
Shelly Moller, 763-3006
Edward Jones

Business/Education
Dennis Hardle, 763-5348
Hardle and Company

Past Presidents Council
Les Villanyi, 778-9345
OTTIMO International

Petaluma Business ads are sales boosters! An economic way to reach more than 800 businesses monthly.
Call the Chamber, 762-2785 for specifics & discount rates.
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Onita Pellegrini*, CEO
Judy Carney, Bookkeeper
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Kathy Brandal, Office Assistant
* Leadership Petaluma Graduates
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Editorials & Opinions, Analyses, Commentary, Viewpoints
Commentary

President’s Message

Planning Commission
Backs Mixed Use

Green Business is
Good Business

The Petaluma Chamber, as it has done consistently in the past, rose to the
support of a business whose future success in Petaluma was in the hands of a
local governmental body.

Recently, I was among a group of
Chamber reps who attended the annual
Business Leader’s lunch at the Hyatt
in Santa Rosa. Our presence there was
primarily to help recognize our own
nominee at the breakfast hosted by
the Business Environmental Alliance, a
program conducted by the Economic
Development Board.

The issue this time was one of the first to arise after the City had begun
the planning for mixed-use development, which combines residences and
businesses into an integrated neighborhood.
In this case, Cowgirl Creamery, which is widely considered to be not only
an asset to Petaluma, but also to be a prime example of the types of desirable
agribusinesses to attract to our town, was seeking a permit to amend its
operations. The creamery’s request was opposed by a number of neighbors who
earlier had issues with noise from Cowgirl Creamery’s neighbor, Three Twins
Ice Cream.
The Chamber got involved, and several members were at the Planning
Commission meeting to support the creamery. As well, some former Council
members who were, and are, supporters of the mixed-use concept appeared to
support the creamery.
For some people, living amidst the hustle and bustle of business and industry is
perfectly ok, even energizing, whereas others prefer the quiet and solitude of a
residential neighborhood. The problem comes when those in the latter category
join the former.
At these times, our legislators need to keep in mind why these policies
were formulated in the first place, and fortunately, our Planning Commission
performed admirably.
Following is the text of a letter to the editor signed by the Chair of the
Chamber’s Economic Development Committee that covers the issue nicely.
On February 22, the Petaluma Planning Commission voted unanimously
to award an amendment to a conditional use permit to Cowgirl Creamery to
improve and continue their facility on First Street in the warehouse district.
I wish to applaud all concerned for arriving at a decision that is essential
for the economic well-being of our community. Staff did an excellent job in
analyzing the issues and commissioners asked good questions and deliberated
thoughtfully.
The decision was opposed by some neighbors who have difficulty with mixed
use development, where residences and business exist side by side, but even
those opponents maintained a level of decorum which was commendable.
As long as mixed use is the policy of our City, there will always be
inconveniences to both businesses and residences. The Commission focused
on “the big picture,” ensuring that Cowgirl Creamery will continue to make
its contributions to our economy and, hopefully, encouraging other “like
businesses” to consider moving to Petaluma.
Anthy O’Brien, Chair
Economic Development Committee
Petaluma Area Chamber of Commerce

Platinum Members

Each year, the program recognizes
15-20 businesses for their excellence in
adopting sound environmental practices
into their daily business operations.
The Chamber’s nominee this year
was Petaluma’s Green Taxi company.
Unfortunately, the Rief’s had a family
emergency that morning and couldn’t
attend, but our own Ron Malnati
accepted the award on their behalf.
As the program unfolded, I came to
realize how much the overall business
attitude toward sound practices had
evolved over the past decade or so.
Inspired in part by the BEA message that
sound practices are good for the bottom
line, businesses that now daily conserve
on energy and materials are more the
norm than they are the exception.
I was also taken by the fact that
the Green Business program, after only
a few short years in operation, has
already certified 124 County businesses
as “green,” and there are a large
number of businesses who are awaiting
certification.

By Monica
Soiland, President,
Petaluma Area
Chamber of
Commerce

Grossman’s Paper Company, Nancy
Cooley, State Farm Insurance, Nature’s
Best Cleaners, Northbay Self Storage and
Southpoint Lofts.
Also, Pacific eDocuments, Pisenti
& Brinker LLP, Park Avenue Catering,
Preferred Sonoma Caterers, RNM
Properties, the Sheraton, and Spaulding,
McCullough and Tansil, LLP.
This is a notable representation for
our city, and this list will continue
to grow as more and more businesses
create programs to aggressively reduce
waste and thereby qualify the right to
call themselves “green.”
We know that we as a society are facing
some really tough challenges in the areas
of energy and water. Pump prices tell
us all we need to know about what we
are facing with petroleum-based energy.
PG&E has been exclaiming for several
years now that we need to reduce our
usage of electricity and natural gas.

A large number of those businesses
either are in Petaluma, or have branch
offices or stores here.

The Sonoma County Water Agency
has been at the forefront of pushing
programs, such as the Green Business
Program and the BEA, which can raise
the public’s awareness of the fact that
we have to conserve water, starting
now, if we are to have enough in the
near future.

Those Petaluma businesses who
now can boast of having received a
“green” certification include Alvarado
Street Bakery, Bank of Marin, Circle
Bank, Exchange Bank, Friedman’s Home
Improvement, Minuteman Press, Mrs.

This is one of the reasons I was proud
to see so many established Petaluma
business names on the roster of those
who have been certified. A year from
now, it would be nice to see double this
year’s number.

Gold Members

Silver Members

Bronze Members
AVM Graphics • Barbara J. Perry, Coldwell Banker
Clark Rosen, Coldwell Banker • Deer Creek Village • Moonware Design
Nancy Cooley, State Farm Insurance • Stony Point Rock Quarry
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Board Candidates
Continued from page 1

community and serves
on many boards
and
committees.
He serves on the
boards of the Santa
Rosa Chamber of
Commerce, Sonoma
County Alliance and
as an alternate on the
North Bay Leadership Scott Adams
Council board. He is also active on
policy committees with the Petaluma,
Sonoma and Napa Valley Chambers.
Judy James, Republic Services
As a long time
member
of
the
Chamber’s Agribusiness Committee, I
have enjoyed being
involved in the
Petaluma Chamber of
Commerce. I have
deep
roots
in
Petaluma’s business Judy James
community through my experience as
Executive Director of the Sonoma
County Farm Bureau, Clover Stornetta
Farms and currently with Petalumabased Republic Services. I understand
the importance of the Chamber’s role in
encouraging and supporting a healthy,
local economy and educating our
community regarding the important
roles that our local businesses play.
I was born and raised in Petaluma.
My family grows Pinot Noir grapes and
operates a winery, James Family Cellars,
located in the Petaluma Gap. I am a
Leadership Petaluma graduate, board
member of Sonoma County Alliance,
adjunct instructor at Santa Rosa Junior
College, serve on committees of the
Sonoma County Farm Bureau and the
Santa Rosa Chamber of Commerce. I
look forward to the opportunity to serve
the Petaluma community.
Warren Thom Knudson, Behrens,
Nelson, & Knudson
I am an attorney and
Certified Specialist in
Estate Planning, Trust
& Probate Law with
the firm of Behrens,
Nelson & Knudson,
where
I
have
practiced since 1986.
I taught as adjunct
faculty at Santa Rosa Thom Knudson
Junior College for seven years and at
Golden Gate University for four years,
and have served as president and board
member of several local organizations,

including Petaluma People Services
Center, Petaluma Host Lions Club
and Petaluma Phoenix Center. I am
currently a vice president of Petaluma
Educational Foundation and president
of the Board of Trustees of the Harrison
Mecham Relief Fund.
I have served as a past president and
member of the board of the Chamber of
Commerce and continue to participate as
a member of the Chamber’s Government
Affairs Committee and the Community
Recognition Awards Committee. As a
member of the Chamber I will continue
to work for economic vitality as necessary
for our quality of life in Petaluma. I
support the vital Chamber role as a
responsible and respected advocate for
business. I will also emphasize the need
for ongoing business/city partnerships
in economic planning as we concentrate
on the difficult issues of economic
development, business retention and
attraction and jobs/housing/retail
balance in our community.
Wayne Leach, CSW/Stuber-Stroeh
Engineering Group, Inc.
I am a longtime
resident of Petaluma.
I grew up in Petaluma
and attended the
local schools. After
graduating from Cal
Poly San Luis Obispo
I returned with my
wife Ronni. We have
two amazing children Wayne Leach
and have made Petaluma our home for
the past 20 years.
I am a professional engineer and
principal owner at CSW/Stuber-Stroeh.
We are one of the largest engineering
firms in the North Bay and work with
residential and commercial developers,
local and national corporations, schools,
colleges and universities, medical and
research institutions, homeowners, and
local, state and federal agencies. I have
been with CSW|ST2 for the past 17
years. I served as past president and
currently serve as State Director for
the American Council of Engineering
Companies California (ACEC California).
I am a graduate of Leadership Petaluma
(Class of 99) and serve as the Chair of
the Government Affairs Committee. I
appreciate the incredible effort that
so many Chamber representatives and
members put into keeping our business
and community interests known. I am
working to develop a balance between
business and local government and

will continue to focus on establishing
sustainable economic development
so our businesses and community can
thrive. I was fortunate enough to have
been appointed to the Board this past
year and look forward to the opportunity
to continue to represent your business
interests in Petaluma and ask for your
support.
Ron Malnati, Exchange Bank
I have worked
in Petaluma for the
past 5 years as Vice
President – Business
Development Officer
for Exchange Bank.
I have had the
privilege of serving
on the Petaluma Ron Malnati
Area Chamber of
Commerce Board of Directors for the
previous 3 years. I would appreciate
your vote for a second term.
As a native of Petaluma I have watched
the community grow, change and
prosper over the years. The businesses
of our community, many whom are
Chamber of Commerce members, are
the economic engine of Petaluma. The
past few years have been challenging
for many businesses and individuals.
However, if we work together the
future looks bright. If elected my goal
is to continue to support those efforts
that make Petaluma a better community.
I am also actively involved in Petaluma
serving on the Board of the Petaluma
Valley Hospital Foundation and the
Friends of the Petaluma Campus of Santa
Rosa Junior College.
Thank you for your past support.

Todd Tamura, Tamura Environmental, Inc.
Because
the
Chamber is the voice
for business, I would
like to see that not
only do our opinions
get heard, but also
that our knowledge
and
wisdom
as
businesspeople gets
shared with both city Todd Tamura
government officials and the community
at large. I am a small business owner here
in Petaluma and have been employed
by small companies for 17 years; as a
result I have an appreciation for the
gamut of issues that companies have
to address. I have also been an active
member of the Chamber’s Government
Affairs Committee since 2006 and am
a graduate of the Leadership Petaluma
program. Prior to joining the private
sector, I was a high school chemistry
teacher, and I still volunteer to speak
to students at our local schools. My
own educational background includes a
master’s degree in chemistry from UCLA
and a master’s degree in Technology and
Policy from the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology.
One of my stepsons asked me where
I would live if I could live anywhere
in the world, and I told him right here
in Petaluma, which is why I am a
homeowner here as well as a business
owner. This is a great city, but we
are currently presented with key
challenges in the form of the economy
and government budget crises. In this
regard, as a Board member, I would like
to ensure that we support and learn
from the activities of the Chamber’s
Economic Development Committee.

Assemblymember Huffman
To Host Budget Forum
Assemblymember Jared Huffman,
working with the independent nonprofit organization, Next 10, has created
an innovative Budget Challenge that
mirrors the decisions the Assembly needs
to make to balance the state’s budget
deficit. The simulation contains accurate
figures for California’s revenues and
expenditures, the Governor’s proposed
cuts, and alternatives.
Huffman will present the budget
challenge to Petaluma on Wednesday,

April 20, at the Community Center at
Lucchesi Park, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
At the event attendees will be given
response clickers to vote on policy
options and see the results instantly,
with the opportunity to choose how
much to spend on schools, prisons, the
environment, and other state programs
- and how to pay for them. Responses
to the Budget Challenge will give
Huffman the feedback he can take back
to Sacramento.
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Personal Management is
Brown Bag Lunch Topic

Grace
Brooke

Grace Brooke will be the featured
speaker at the Women in Business’
Brown Bag Lunch on April 12 at the
Petaluma Woman’s Club, 518 B Street.
Brooke has been called “a superb
organizer whose attention to detail is
excellent.” She is the founder of Your
Life Made Simple, a website that provides
resources, products, information and
ideas to mom entrepreneurs to help
them simplify their family and having a
thriving business.
At the Brown Bag Lunch, she will talk
about “Four Secrets to Managing Your
Way to a Successful Life
She conducts workshops and
seminars on personal and professional

organizing and time management
for such organizations as the City of
Santa Rosa (CA), Business Networking
International, California Women of
Agriculture, KZST radio, and Santa
Rosa Charter School. Her writing
on the subject has been featured in
publications such as Redbook, California
Coast Parent, San Francisco Chronicle,
Parenting.com and North Bay Biz.
Her expertise has also been featured on
TLC’s hit series, Hoarding: Buried Alive.
She combines creativity, compassion
and experience to help her clients bring
order to their lives and businesses,
reduce stress caused by physical and
mental clutter, improve productivity,
and ultimately save time and money.
Cost for the event is $10 ($12 for nonChamber members) if you bring your
own lunch; a lunch will be provided for
an additional $8. Drinks are provided
either way. Lunches need to be ordered
by April 11.
The meeting starts at 11:45.

New Members of
President’s Circle
The Petaluma Chamber welcomes
two new members to the President’s
Circle. Republic Services has joined
as a Silver member, and Stony Point
Rock Quarry has joined as a Bronze
member.

The Chamber welcomes these two
businesses to our rapidly growing
President’s Circle, representing
members who have discovered a costeffective way of utilizing Chamber
benefits for maximum advantage.

Film Fest
In Petaluma
The Third Annual Film Fest Petaluma
will take place on Saturday, April 23,
2011 at the historic Mystic Theatre in
downtown Petaluma, 23 Petaluma Blvd
N. Petaluma, Ca.
Film Fest Petaluma showcases new
foreign and indie cinema with both live
action and animated short films from
around the world. Question and answer
with filmmakers follow the shows.
Tickets for the Film Fest are available at
McNear’s Mystic Theatre, Copperfield’s
Books in Petaluma, or online through
the Petaluma Film Alliance website:
petalumafilmfest.org or the Mystic
Theatre website: mystictheatre.com.

The event is produced by the Petaluma
Chamber of Commerce Leadership Class
of 2009 and the Petaluma Film Alliance.
The Alliance is a strategic partnership
between the Santa Rosa Junior College,
community businesses and private
individuals dedicated to creating unique
community-based environments to
discuss and analyze significant classic
and modern cinema. The Alliance’s
parent organization is the Santa Rosa
Junior College Foundation, established
as 501(c) (3) in 1969.
For additional information, please visit
petalumafilmfest.org.

Lyndi Brown
Joins Art Center
P e t a l u m a
Arts Center has
announced that Lyndi
Brown will step in
as interim executive
director.
Brown, working
for the Petaluma
Lyndi Brown
Chamber, created
Petaluma’s tourism marketing program
in 1985 and ran that program for eight
years. It was the first marketing effort
since Petaluma’s heyday as the World
Egg Basket in the early 1900s
She recently completed a two-year
major donor campaign for the Santa
Rosa Junior College’s Petaluma Campus
(2006-2008). Brown has done volunteer
fundraising for Petaluma High School
Future Farmers of America, Penngrove
Social Fireman’s playground fund,
and Elsie Allen High School Drama
students’ campaign to perform at the
2011 Edinburgh Fringe Festival. She is a
Penngrove resident.
Brown will be joined by Virginia May,
who will be taking on program support,
daily operations, and communications.
Virginia’s background includes project
and small business management. She

owned the local Painted Door Gallery
of contemporary aboriginal art and
is receiving a Ph.D in Transformative
Learning and Change from California
Institute of Integral Studies this spring.
She is a longtime Petaluma resident and
artist.
Taylor Allcock will continue as
facility support staff. Taylor is in her
last semester at Sonoma State University
and has been active with its art gallery
and with di Rosa Preserve. She is
anthropology major with a specialty
in museum studies and a minor in art
history.
The Petaluma Arts Center opened
in 2008 in the historic Railroad Depot
Freight Building, the culmination
of ten years of grassroots efforts to
acknowledge and celebrate local artists
and their contributions. Outstanding
exhibitions and community celebrations,
such as El Dia de los Muertos/Day of the
Dead, have introduced thousands of
visitors from throughout the Bay Area
to Petaluma.
For information about classes and
exhibits, call 707-762-5600 or see
petalumaartscouncil.org.

Internet Marketing Seminar
Planned at Chamber Offices
SCORE, the County nonprofit that
offers free business counseling from
retired executives, has joined forces with
the Petaluma Chamber and DeepSky
marketing to offer an internet marketing
seminar at the Chamber offices on April
22 at 9:30 a.m.
The half day seminar, titled “The
Three Keys to Internet Marketing”, will
bring a broad understanding of how the
Internet works so Chamber members
can make informed decisions regarding
a web presence
The seminar will be presented by
Jeffrey Schmidt of DeepSky Marketing.
Attendees will learn how to drive
traffic to their website, including learning
SEO (Search Engine Optimization)
strategies, how social media sites like
FaceBook, LinkedIn and Twitter can
help a business attract targeted traffic,
how to integrate social media in order to
leverage 30 minutes of content creation

Jeffrey
Schmidt

across multiple platforms, and why all
these new technologies must fit into a
fundamentally sound marketing plan.
The seminar is designed for
business owners and managers,
marketing managers, sales people and
entrepreneurs interested in selling
products and services on the Internet.
Cost for the seminar is $35. Attendance
is limited to 20 people, so early sign-ups
are advised. Sign up through SCORE
by phone at 707 571-8342 or on the
Internet: www.ncscore.org
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PPSC Has
Youth Jobs
Are you looking for a summer job? Or
do you know a teen in Petaluma that is
looking for a job? PPSC may be looking
for you! The local non-profit is searching
for about 25 young people ages 14-24,
who want the opportunity to work
approximately 16 hours per week, in
habitat restoration and other ecology
projects or with community agencies.
The jobs, paying $8 per hour, will start
on June 13th and end on August 11th.
Applicants must be 14-24 years of age,
be low-income and meet certain other
criteria. Young people are encouraged

to apply if they receive, or have received,
public assistance such as CalWORKs,
help from Workforce Investment Act
programs, or participated in foster care,
probation, or gang-prevention services
or have a documented disability or IEP.
Also, job seekers 15-18 years of age
are eligible to apply if they are attending
High School. Every High School
student must submit a written teacher
recommendation on school letterhead.
Applicants should contact the PPSC
before May 20.

Petalumans Named
As Bank Advisors
Bank of Marin Bancorp has named
its 2011 Advisory Board members,
including prominent North Bay business
owners and community leaders. The
38 advisors from Southern, Central and
Northern Marin, and Petaluma, will
meet quarterly to provide local insight
into the Marin and Sonoma markets
where the Bank operates. Advisors are
selected for their specific knowledge
of the local business and philanthropic
community in the North Bay. Advisory
Board members from Petaluma are:
• Ron Blanquie, Insurance Consulting
Associates, Inc.

• William Fishman, Attorney-at-Law
• Belinda Guadarrama, GC Micro
Corporation
• Elece Hempel, Petaluma People
Services Center
• Ken Mazzetta, Mazzetta Dairy
• Lyle Smith, Martin Ranch Supply
• Clark Thompson, Clark Thompson
Insurance
• Abbie Walther, Moose Boats, Inc.
• J.T. Wick, Berg Holdings

Business Briefs
Help Mentor Me Petaluma celebrate
its 10th birthday at an After-Hours on
Thursday May 12th in one of its 13
mentor centers, location TBA. Since
the organization is only 10 years old and since the party will be on a school
campus - festive beverages that do not
contain alcohol will be served, along
with fun party food. Keep tuned for
more info in May!
The financial-services firm Edward
Jones once again has been named a top
company for training, ranking No. 11
on Training magazine’s 2011 Training
Top 125 list, according to Edward Jones
financial advisors in the Petaluma area.
Edward Jones has been recognized on
the list for 11 years in a row, dating
back to the debut of the Training Top
50 in 2001.
Redwood Credit Union and Cal
State Central Credit Union have
announced plans to merge on April 1,
2011, with RCU being the surviving

organization. The Board of Directors for
both organizations have approved the
merger, and approvals from industry
regulators-the National Credit Union
Administration and the Department of
Financial Institutions-are pending. The
joining of the two credit unions will
result in RCU serving nearly 200,000
Members in the North Bay and San
Francisco, with assets exceeding $1.8
billion.
Bank of Marin Bancorp announced
that through its subsidiary, Bank of
Marin, it has acquired certain assets and
assumed certain liabilities of Napa-based
Charter Oak Bank. This transaction
has been completed under a modified
whole-bank purchase and assumption
agreement with the Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation (the “FDIC”)
without loss share. The acquisition
follows a decision by the California
Department of Financial Institutions to
close Charter Oak Bank and appoint the
FDIC as receiver.

Petaluma’s Green Taxi was honored at the annual Business Environmental
Alliance Business Leader’s breakfast. Shown above are Scott Kirk, chair of the
BEA; Sonoma County Supervisor Shirlee Zane, and Petaluma Board Member
Ron Malnati, who accepted the award on behalf of Green Taxi.

Pyle On
Arts Program
On Tuesday April 5th The Petaluma
Arts Association monthly meeting
will feature a presentation by Charlie
(Chuck) Pyle. Chuck is an artist and
illustrator with decades of practice
as a storyteller in paint, a teacher of
drawing and illustration, and a plein air

painter. The meetings begin with the
Associations business from 7:00 to 7:45
followed by a coffee break from 7:45 to
8:00 .The program is from 8 to 9 pm.
The public and potential members are
always welcome!

Walk At
Tolay Park
Join Pomo Tribal elder Nick Tipon
and Ranger Jeff Taylor on a guided hike
to the east ridge of Tolay Lake Regional
Park on Saturday, April 23rd from 9:00
am to 1:00 pm. Nick Tipon is from the
Graton Rancheria, and will start the
outing with a 30-minute presentation in
the Stone Floor barn. Topics will include
the cultural resources of the Tribe, their
connections to the land, and the cultural,
environmental and societal changes in
the Tolay watershed. Ranger Jeff Taylor
graduated from Sonoma State University
with a degree in anthropology and has
been a Ranger with Sonoma County
Regional Parks for five years.
While hiking, look for raptors and
enjoy breathtaking views of the San
Francisco Bay Area. This hike follows
sections of trail with uneven footing
and is not for inexperienced hikers; you

must be in good physical condition.
Learn about this incredible property
and its history. The guided hike will be
followed at 1:30 pm by an optional, free
one-hour orientation for the Tolay IP
Day Use Permit. This outing is presented
as part of the Sonoma iWALK Challenge.
Guided hikes at Tolay Lake Regional
Park no longer require advance
reservations. In the event of rain or the
potential for rain, please call (707) 7899644 after 7:00 am the day of hike to
hear a pre-recorded statement that will
indicate if the tour has been cancelled.
Hike route may be changed based on
flood conditions. Please arrive at park
by 8:45 am. Parking fee is $6 per car, or
free with Annual Park Pass. Tolay Lake
Regional Park is located at the end of
Cannon Lane, off Lakeville Highway, 5.5
miles east of Petaluma.
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The High Cost of Failing to
Invest in our Children
by Elece Hempel, Chamber Board
Member & Associate Executive
Director, Petaluma People Services
Center

Evidence shows that serious problems
like poverty, racial and ethnic disparities,
family dysfunction, antisocial behavior,
and negative peer influences often take
root in childhood, even though the fullblown (and expensive) manifestation of
these problems—welfare dependency,
child abuse, academic failure,
unemployment, substance abuse, and
crime—may not be seen for years.
Much as the early diagnosis and
treatment of disease saves lives and
money, early intervention in the factors
that lead to severe societal ills saves
lives and money. Early, or “upstream”,
intervention with evidence-based
programs and policies can reduce the
occurrence of these problems before
they devastate lives and before they
require more drastic (and expensive)
public services.

According to a recent Pew Center
Issue Brief, for example, nutritional
support for pregnant women and young
children (WIC) can generate a Medi-Cal
cost savings of more than $3 for every $1
invested within the first few months of
a child’s life alone. A pre-Kindergarten
program, such as Perry Pre-School, that
helps one additional student in 10 earn
a high school diploma saves at least
$2.50 for every dollar spent. The NurseFamily Partnership for low- income, first
time mothers decreases child abuse and
neglect by up to 80 percent and reduces
children’s arrests by age 15 by more
than 50 percent, saving $1.47 for every
dollar spent for each mother and $16.62
for every dollar spent for each child.
Upstream Investments is an important
enough concept that I have devoted
a great deal of time to the Upstream
Investments Initiative sponsored by the
Sonoma County Board of Supervisors.
At Petaluma People Services Center our
mission is to reduce poverty, physical
and mental abuse, chemical dependence,

violence, ignorance, isolation and mental
illness. We are committed to meeting our
mission by focusing, when possible, on
upstream interventions and by offering
evidence-based programs for our clients.
One of our programs, Project SUCCESS
(Schools Using Coordinated Community
Efforts to Strengthen Students), is a
“gold standard” or “Tier One” program
in the Upstream Initiative’s Portfolio of
Model Programs (for more information
see www.SonomaUpstream.org).
Drastic funding cuts are affecting every
aspect of our community’s public and
private service programs. In an era of
increasing need and declining funding,
upstream investments are both essential
and fiscally responsible. When public
and private dollars are hard to come by,
it only makes sense to focus on proven
practices to treat the cause, rather than
the symptoms, of the devastating social
issues that exist in our community.
The Board of Supervisors is holding
District Upstream Forums to explain

the Upstream Investment Initiative. On
April 27 from 3:30- 5 pm, Supervisor
David Rabbitt will host an Upstream
Forum that will be open to the public
at the Petaluma Community Center at
Lucchesi Park Conference Room 2, 320
N. McDowell Blvd.
I hope you will join me in aligning your
efforts with the Upstream Investments
Initiative. Social service providers
can select evidence-based programs.
Funders can prioritize funding for
programs on the Portfolio of Model
Upstream Programs. Civic groups and
individuals can support organizations
that emphasize upstream programs.
Working together we can eliminate
poverty and provide all our children
the opportunity for quality education
and good health in nurturing home and
community environments–giving them
the chance to grow into productive
and contributing members of our
communities.

Buying or selling a home can leave you
anxious, depressed, and stressed.
So, who do you call?

THE STRESSBUSTER

BARBARA J. PERRY

MBA, GRI

Broker Associate Realtor
DRE Lic. No. 01871490
(707) 477-9101
perryb4@comcast.net
www.ExperienceTheDreamTeam.com

Don Bennett
& Associates

Advertising & PR Consulting
Writing & Editing Services

763-5343
dcbenn@aol.com
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Members
New Members
Access Video Marketing/comF5
Anastasia Schuster
126 Eight Street
Petaluma, CA 94952
AeroTek
Silvia Benavides
1425 North McDowell Blvd., Suite 204
Petaluma, CA 94954
Buckley Heating & Air
Conditioning, Inc.
Beth Buckley
50 Executive Avenue, Suite I
Rohnert Park, CA 94928
Ghirardo, CPA
Scott Porter
1129 Industrial Avenue, Suite 205
Petaluma, CA 94952
John Schooler Jones, LLC
John Schooler Jones
66 Raymond Heights
Petaluma, CA 94952
Northbay Automotive
Mike Stauber
929 Petaluma Blvd. South
Petaluma, CA 94952
Petaluma Adventure Boot Camp
Jayme & Stacy Larson
1010 St. Francis Drive
Petaluma, CA 94954
Petaluma City Ballet
Ann Derby
110 Howard Street
Petaluma, CA 94952
Petaluma Pie Company
Angelo & Lina
125 Petaluma Blvd. North, Suite D
Petaluma, CA 94952
Petaluma School of Music
LeAnn Binney
620 Petaluma Blvd. North, Suite C
Petaluma, CA 94952
Pongo’s Kitchen & Tap
Kathleen Stafford
701 Sonoma Mountain Pkwy, Ste. C-8
Petaluma, CA 94954
Zocalo’s Latin Grill
Catarina Arteaga
3120 Lakeville Hwy, Suite A
Petaluma, CA 94954

Renewing Members
Ace Shirt and Cap Printing
Advocate Home Care
Al Stack Auto & Truck Center
All-American Printing Services
Benevolent & Protective Order of Elks
BNI - Rivertown Business Builders
Bodega Bay Lodge & Spa
Boys & Girls Clubs of Marin &
Sonoma County
Burbank Housing Development Corp.
Cal-West Rentals, Inc.
Carousel Fund

Comcast, President’s Circle–Platinum
Cottage Gardens of Petaluma
Digilock Security People, Inc.
Dolcini Plumbing, Inc.
East Petaluma Animal Hospital
Edward Jones, Shelly Moller
Forget-Me-Not Cakes
Gallery One-Contemporary Art
Gentle Dental
Heritage Homes of Petaluma
Hillcrest Dental Group
Hover Insurance Services, Inc.
Jerry & Don’s Yager Pump &
Well Service
Lagunitas Brewing Company
Lemongrass Thai Cuisine
Lucchesi’s Deli, Inc.
Mary’s Pizza Shack
Media Group
Mercedes A. Heitman, DDS
Mi Pueblo - El Centro
Mi Pueblo - Petaluma Blvd. North
Mike Hudson Distributing
MV Transportation
P.O.S.T.-Wellness by Design
Paula R. Gardner, D.D.S.
Peet’s Coffee & Tea
Petaluma Gateway Shopping Center
Petaluma Golf & Country Club
Petaluma Post-Acute Rehab
Petaluma Self Storage
Petaluma Yacht Club
Redwood Empire Gymnastics
Richardson’s Relics
Rivertown Feed
Save Energy Company
Soft Shell
Sole Desire
Spring Hill Montessori
The Doll Mercantile
The Pawn Advantage Store
Union Bank
Valentine Builders, Inc.
Vista International Insurance Brokers
Visual Story Media, LLC
Whole Spice, Inc.
Wyatt Irrigation Supply

Dolcini Plumbing, Inc., 23 Years
Bill Dolcini

Richardson’s Relics, 14 Years
David Richardson

Cottage Gardens of Petaluma,
20 Years
Daria Morill and Bruce Shanks

Lucchesi’s Deli, Inc., 14 Years
Paul Lucchesi

Heritage Homes of Petaluma,
20 Years
Terry Kosewie
Rivertown Feed, 19 Years
Don Benson
Carousel Fund, 18 Years
Arnie Cohen
Cal-West Rentals, Inc., 18 Years
Bridget Doherty
Petaluma Gateway Shopping
Center, 18 Years
Mary Ann Webb
All-American Printing Services,
16 Years
Deni Gross
The Pawn Advantage Store,
16 Years
Alan Hyman
Petaluma Yacht Club, 15 Years
Donna Holmes
The Doll Mercantile, 14 Years
Colleen Richardson

Lagunitas Brewing Company,
14 Years
Ron Lindenbusch
Hover Insurance Services, Inc.,
13 Years
David Hover
Union Bank, 12 Years
Mary Kassis
Paula R. Gardner, D.D.S., 12 Years
Paula Gardner
East Petaluma Animal Hospital,
11 Years
Dave Rupiper
Redwood Empire Gymnastics,
11 Years
Eric & Erinn Van der Meet
Petaluma Self Storage,
11 Years
Den & Diane Stebler
Benevolent & Protective Order of
Elks, 10 Years
Gary Corda

Sponsored by the Petaluma Area Chamber of Commerce

Keep 2011 sales jumping with the

Sales Mastery Seminar Series
Learn the latest techniques for increasing your sales.
Generate more leads, be more persuasive, and close more business.

Negotiate and Close The Sale

April 14

Registration: 7:45am • Workshops: 8-11am

Long-Time Members
Al Stack Auto & Truck Center,
38 Years
Al Stack
Mike Hudson Distributing, 32 Years
George Parisi
Boys & Girls Clubs of Marin &
Sonoma County, 28 Years
David Solo
Mary’s Pizza Shack, 27 Years
Miribel Gonzalez

The Referral Institute
1304 South Point Blvd., Suite 102, Petaluma
Group of 4 Workshops: $299 (PACC Members: $149)
Individual Workshops: $99 (PACC Members: $49)
Register online at petalumachamber.com/masteryseries.asp

Chamber
Members
Save 50%

“I gained valuable, workable strategies from Kurt’s seminar on ‘Closing the Sale’.
I learned ‘what to say’, ‘what not to say’ and that there is actually a bona fide process
for closing.”—Deb Reid, Owner of YogaSpark and Leadership Petaluma participant

Jerry & Don’s Yager Pump &
Well Service, 27 Years
Jim Mickelson
Petaluma Post-Acute Rehab,
25 Years
Sally Shawler
Gallery One-Contemporary Art,
23 Years
Michael Gonzalez

Kurt Shaver of The Sales Foundry is the seminar leader of the Sales Mastery
Series.The Sales Foundry is the leading sales training company in the North
Bay, having trained hundreds of salespeople, consultants, and business owners
over the past two years. Kurt’s background includes 25 years selling, training,
and managing sales teams at companies of all sizes in multiple industries.

For more information on each workshop, or to register, please call (707) 762-2785.
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Calendar – April
Have you checked out our online calendar?
Visit www.petalumachamber.com and click on the Calendar button!

1	
Government Affairs

14	
Sales Mastery Seminar Series

PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
7:30 A.M.

4	
Business Education
PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
4:00 – 5:00 P.M.

5	
Ambassadors

Come in for the freshest coffee
in town, roasted daily in our
store and served by the
friendliest staff around!!
We look forward to seeing you…
Weekdays from 7:30 to 5:30
Saturdays from 8:00 to 4:00

Petaluma Coffee & Tea

212 2nd St., south of D, in the Theater District • 763-2727

Petaluma Valley Hospital,
Pat Schaefer’s Office
400 N McDowell Blvd.
7:30 A.M.

12	
Women in Business Brown Bag
Lunch Seminar (RSVP)
Petaluma Woman’s Club
518 B St.
$10 Members, $12 Non-Members
RSVP: yvonne@cordozadeli.com
or call Yvonne Cordoza, 775-9519
11:45 – 1:00 P.M.

13	
Women in Business Committee
PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
8:30 – 10:00 AM.

Pozzi & Associates
A Full Service CPA Firm

35 years of Quality Service to Businesses & Individuals
Saturday & Evening Appointments Available
with JoAnn Ritko Pozzi, CPA, MBA
♦ Tax Preparation and Advice
Helping you to reduce taxes, streamline,
& have more control of your bottom line
• Individuals (average to complex)
• Businesses • Estates • Fiduciaries

♦ AICPA Quality Reviewed Firm
♦ Full-time Year-round Staff
♦ Quality Accounting / Bookkeeping
♦ Quickbooks Professional Advisors
♦ Divorce & Litigation Support

Call today for a 20% discount on your initial consultation. (707)

763-9817

320 Washington Street in Downtown Petaluma • www.pozzicpafirm.com

Marketing materials behind the times?

Contact Ann today
to get your message
across loud and clear.

707. 773.1168
In Petaluma since 1996

ann@avmgraphics.com
www.avmgraphics.com

(4 of 4) Negotiate and Close
the Sale
The Referral Institute
1304 South Point Blvd., Ste 102
Register 762-2785 or online at
www.petalumachamber.com
8:00 – 11:00 A.M.

15	
Government Affairs
PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
7:30 A.M.

19	
Leadership Alumni
PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
9:00 – 10:00 A.M.

19	
Agribusiness
Sonoma-Marin Fair Conference
Room, 175 Fairgrounds Dr.
12:00 Noon

21	
Business After Hours –
Community for Spiritual
Living & Well Being and United
Cerebral Palsy of the North Bay
3835 Cypress Dr., Stes 107 & 108
5:30 – 7:30 P.M.

26	
Wake Up Petaluma (RSVP)
Pre-register for RSVP events: mail a
check, payable to PACC, to: PACC,
6 Petaluma Blvd. North, #A-2, Peta
luma, CA 94952. Call 762-2785 for info.

Rooster Run Event Center
2301 E. Washington St.
$20 Members, $25 Non-members
RSVP 762-2785
7:30 – 9:00 A.M.

Looking Ahead – May

5	
Business After Hours - Petaluma Golf & Country Club
12	
Business After Hours - Mentor Me Petaluma
12	
Business After Hours - Sheraton Sonoma County - Petaluma Hotel
24 Wake-Up Petaluma
26 Business After Hours - Vistage International

Have a Business Question?
Ask a Business Expert!
The Small Business Development Center at Santa
Rosa Junior College offers no-cost, confidential
advising to small businesses.
• Develop a business plan
• Marketing and promotion
• Financial management
• and much more!
Tina Eastman, SBDC Business Advisor, is available at
the Chamber every Tuesday by appointment only.
Contact Santana MacInnes at 524.1770 to schedule.

Come Home to

VALLEY ORCHARDS…

Active Retirement Living
in Beautiful Sonoma County
Monthly Rates
as Low as

$1,695

Including All Meals and
Services (new residents only)

Call Today!

NOW
RENTING

(707) 778-6030
2100 East Washington St.
Petaluma, CA 94954
www.ValleyOrchards.com

Locally Owned & Family
Operated Since 1983

Visit our Napa Valley Community - www.SilveradoOrchards.com

A F U L L S E RV I C E R E T I R E M E N T C O M M U N I T Y

